
Parishioners of Coober Pedy mission supply our shop with lovely opals 
available from the rough opal to the polished stones as well as the finished 
jewellery. Drop in and see the range on display. 

Aboriginal artifacts, authentic and hand made, covering a wide variety 
from boomerangs to beautiful bark paintings, direct from Aboriginal 
mission stations, are available at very reasonable prices. 
SYDNEY 135 Bathurst Street. 
MELBOURNE 3rd Floor, Clark Rubber Building, 196 Flinders Street. 

A Second Golden West - "GO . . . SEE FOR YOURSELF" 
Tour to B.C.A. Posts. Owing to the fact that the number of 
people wishing to go on the coach tour to B.C.A. posts in 
September (proposed in the June issue of this magazine) 

exceeded what could be accommodated, Golden West Tours have arranged a second coach 
tour leaving Sydney on Tuesday 18th October, returning Monday 31st October. Visits will be 
made to B.C.A. posts of Wilcannia, Menindee, Broken Hill Hostel in N.S.W. and Leigh Creek, 
S.A. returning via the Flinders Ranges, Adelaide and Mildura. Cost $475. Ring B.C.A. House, 
Sydney, on 26 3164 or write "Golden West Tour", c/- B.C.A., 135 Bathurst St, Sydney. 
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BARRY GREEN 

REPORTS 

Unless people are confronted with the workers and work of our Society, 
they are not easily encouraged to see the need of being a fellow member 
ofB.C.A. 

In order to pass on first hand information a State Secretary needs to 
make an occasional "field trip" — a constant dilemma with costs the way 
they are. With the generous assistance of a Melbourne B.C.A. 
supporter/member who accompanied me, I was able to visit many B.C.A. 
areas of ministry recently. 

It's one thing to talk about Mt. Magnet, the dying gold mining town in 
the Murchison Mission, W.A.: It's quite another thing to stay in the 
Rectory, travel with the Missioner over hundreds of dusty klms and share 
in visiting and a service at Wiluna. 

Contrasting greatly with the "dying towns" of the Murchison, are the 
booming towns of the Pilbara, also in W.A. Paraburdoo/Tom Price and 
Dampier/Karratha are towns where B.C.A. clergy minister. However, it 
was sobering to realise that Wiluna with its handful of people used to 
boast a population of 8,000 once... . 

I felt the urgency of our Missioners who realise that they alone cannot 
fulfil a ministry. "Challenge Christian Families to come and work for the 
mining companies at ALL levels of their operations. People go overseas for 
evangelism — what about here in Australia?" . . . They made the point. 

An outdoor barbecue with a wonderful family atmosphere which so 
naturally phased into hymn singing was part of the Christian life shared in 
that area. 

Derby and Kununurra, W.A. are now staffed by Melbourne families and 
it was a pleasant reunion with fellow workers who had been previously 
farewelled from the South. Now I was able to share settling-in 
impressions. 

Despite cyclones, Weipa in North Queensland was reached after visiting 
our worker at the Nungalinya College in Darwin. Weipa is an isolated 
community — a bauxite mining town — the furniture is all aluminium. 
. . . The B.C.A. Missioner is the sole resident clergyman and he works with 
a group of Christians with a common cause — Jesus Christ. 
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Winton and Blackwater in Queensland were also visited, despite water, 
floods, washouts and a wrongly directed wallaby near Blackwater. . . . It 
was good to share in Sunday Service and a Bible Study evening at Winton 
where we seemed to share the room with the entire insect population of 
North Queensland. But the Spirit of God overshadowed all — what singing 
to the Lord with help from two gifted guitarists. 

Not only did the faithfulness of the B.C.A. Missioners and their wives 
swell my heart — it was further swelled by letters received in our 
Melbourne office from faithful supporter/members. Perhaps by sharing 
three, I can get my point across.... 
"To the B.C.A. team, 

I hope you find use for the $1 I've sent you. Thank you also for the 
pamphlets and letters you have sent me, I've read them all, and look 
forward to the next Real Australian magazine. 

You are asking me to pray for you, so I'm turning the tables and asking 
you to pray for my two Grandmas. . . . One who is soon to have an eye 
appointment, the other who was in a car crash and is suffering from shock. 

God bless you all in your wonderful work. 
From Miss Emily Brigg. 

P.S.I'm 11 years old." 
Part of the second letter from a lady who says . . . "plus a further $18 to 

bring the total to $58. This will then represent the 58 years B.C.A. has been 
at work. . . ." (In our May letter we mentioned that B.C.A. was celebrating 
its 58th birthday....) 

"Please find enclosed this donation of $20 towards B.C.A. I do hope you 
receive many donations and wish the Aid every success. 

Yours sincerely, 
A Pensioner" 

There is so much to give thanks for and so many to give thanks t o . . . . 
In the words of Philippians 4:21 . . . "Give my greetings in the fellowship 

of Christ Jesus, to each one of God's people." 

MELBOURNE - 7.45 p.m. Tuesday, 25th October at St. John's, Toorak. 
See the new audio visual and hear from Bishop Ged Muston and a team of B.C.A. 

missioners. 

ADELAIDE - 7.45 p.m. Friday, 14th October in Christ Church Hall, North Adelaide. 
See the Reverend Barry Green's new audio visual and hear the Federal Secretary, the 

Reverend Theo Hayman. 
Available also Opal jewellery and souvenirs. 



The Revd. Graham Thurley 

In a literal working out of Jesus' words, the people of iron ore country 
shovel up mountains, tip them into trains, and dump them in the sea (or in 
ships on the sea!). So it is with Tom Price and Paraburdoo. Living in 
houses that look as though they have been transplanted from the suburbs 
of the capital cities, fully air-conditioned, and at nominal rental, the workers 
and their families 'endure' the heat of summer — 47°C — as they earn their 
money mining iron ore. There is the shift work to cope with, and the 
problems that go with being a long way from a capital city — freight costs, 
reduced choice in buying, and also in the facilities like schools and doctors 
and hospitals. Wages and conditions by and large are good though. 

Of course, the heading was actually applied to people having faith as a 
grain of mustard seed saying to a mountain, "Be cast into the sea . . ." 
Wherever we are, that is the kind of people we are called to be in the name 
of Jesus our Lord. And the mountains here are not just made of iron. We 
have much affluence, and apathy and ignorance concerning Jesus. At the 
same time we are without the balancing presence of much in the way of 
need like the elderly, the poor and so on. In such a place the Church itself 
seems very much like something as small as a mustard seed. Congre-
gations are not large, with about 18 adults plus children at Paraburdoo, and 
maybe 10 adults and a few children at Tom Price. We worship in the local 
Kindergarten at Paraburdoo, and a worship centre/kindergarten at Tom 
Price. Always with us is the task of setting up and putting away furniture. 
We do have a church building, but it is at Wittenoom. Wittenoom is a 
modern day ghost town slowly crumbling following the closure of the 
asbestos mine in the early '60s. There is the settlement of Marandoo, just 
waiting for orders for iron ore, to grow into another mining town. And the 
pastoralists. They are an almost forgotten group in this day, as they seek to 
make a living in this harsh environment. 

As you can see, the secure environment we knew outside this kind of 
world is gone. Here you have to be honest about your faith. The buildings, 
the music, the people to support programmes are not here. As we watch 
the mountains being moved impressively on a vast scale — the size, the 
money, the machines — there is a great temptation for the family of God 
to become pessimistic rather than realistic about the role of declaring the 
Name of Christ to those who don't know Him. And also to try to find ways 
that will impress people, making a big splash in order to win them for 
Jesus. In fact the only (?) thing we have to offer is the message of God's 
love as shown in Jesus Christ. The only programme that makes sense for 
the church here is worship, fellowship, study of God's Word and prayer. 

All in all we have the challenge to be faithful to the God Who has led us 
here, in our living for Him. Will you pray without ceasing that we will be 
able to be faithful? And what is God saying in a situation where the congre-
gation can be transferred away? Does He have modern day Abrahams 
whom He wants to leave home, and go out to the remote parts of this land 
and be His people there? We are praying that He does, and that they will 
come and join us. 



The Passing of a Pioneer 
Mrs. Doris Ruth Dillon died quietly in her sleep early in the morning of 

6th July. As Matron D. Percival she was the founding member of our 
medical work in South Australia. 

Sister Percival, from the parish of Randwick, Sydney, applied to C.M.S. 
to nurse overseas. At that time there was no opening. The Reverend S. J. 
Kirkby, returning from the far west of South Australia longed for someone 
to commence the nursing in a very needy area where the closest doctor 
was 200 miles away. He approached the C.M.S. Federal Secretary who 
told him of Doris Percival. She answered the call and within a few days 
was on her way to Ceduna on Eyre Peninsula. 

The hospital in which she worked was a four roomed house accommo-
dating seven patients. It was so small that there was no room for herself. 

She had to wait until others had retired and make up a bed for herself in 
the dining room. Even though she was on her own she was known as 
Matron from the start. The Matron often had to chop wood, kill snakes and 
fix things around the place. The visiting B.C.A. Missioner, the Reverend N. 
Haviland, tells of a commotion when he arrived at the hospital one day. 
Rushing to the area from which the sound came, he found the Matron in 
the kitchen chopping up a five foot snake in irredeemable pieces. Older 
residents of Ceduna still remember Matron Percival for her splendid 
service, great personal charm and sheer hard work. That she should still be 
remembered is the more remarkable as she was only to serve for two 
years. Perhaps the extract from "The Real Australian", December, 1927, is 
apt: 

"With mixed feelings we record the withdrawal from our Ceduna 
Mission Hospital of Matron Doris Percival, A.T.N.A. The B.C.A. will always 
hold in remembrance its indebtedness to her for her splendid services in 
opening up our hospital in that distant area. The difficulties confronting her 
were most baffling, yet with cheerful courage she won through after much 
toil, and leaves the hospital in an established position, with the work so 
important that a staff of three nurses is required. We believe that by her 
character and qualifications she has commended the B.C.A. not only to the 
many patients who have passed through her hands, but to all the folk 
round about. Already the Council has placed on record its high 
appreciation of all her work. 

If there is one thing that tempers our regret at Matron's departure it is 
that which constrains us to tender to her our sincerest congratulations, 
namely, her forthcoming marriage to the Reverend F. H. Dillon (our second 
Missioner in the Tar West'). We are confident that every B.C.A. friend 
will join us in assuring the couple of the heartiest good wishes, together 
with earnest prayer for God's rich blessing upon their future." 

Almost twenty years later the Reverend and Mrs. Dillon were to be in 
Holy Trinity, Adelaide, where they actively helped in the work of the 
Society in Eyre Peninsula. Often B.C.A. folk stayed in their home. In the 
latter years as a widow, Mrs. Doris Dillon was not only a member of the 
B.C.A. Women's Auxiliary, but eagerly sought information for prayer. 
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SISTER 
LIN LEY LOANE 

Twenty years of marvellous self-sacrificing service for God through 
B.C.A. as Sister-in-Charge of the hot and arid hospital outpost of Penong in 
South Australia took their toll on Sister Linley Loane. 

She died earlier this year after a working life caring for others in a deeply 
committed Christian way. 

Miss Loane, sister of Sydney's Archbishop Sir Marcus Loane, served 
with B.C.A. first at Ceduna and then at Penong, west of Ceduna on the 
Eyre Highway to West Australia, from October, 1943 until December 31st, 
1959. Sometimes she had a fellow nurse to assist in the hospital work but 
she was mostly alone with the few folk of this isolated settlement and 
those who lived in scattered areas beyond. She relied on the Flying 
Medical Doctor and the B.C.A. Pilot from Ceduna. The conditions were 
never easy and sometimes in summer she would write home and say that 
the temperature had never been less than 120 degrees for as long as six 
weeks at a stretch. It extracted a heavy toll of physical health and nervous 
energy, but she would never willingly have relinquished her post. When at 
last she resigned it was only that she might return home to care for her 
parents. 

When they died in 1962, Miss Loane would have liked to return to 
Penong but her strength would not permit this. However, B.C.A. was to 
remain at the heart of her loyalties and devotion as long as she lived and 
she never ceased to work for its cause in Sydney. Instead she worked part 
time at the Chesalog Home in Chatswood until it closed in 1972. A large 
part of her work at Chesalon was during weekends so that others could 
have those days off, and this was typical of her approach to practical 
Christianity. She had heard the insistent and compelling call of Christ while 
still at school during the early depression, and she never faltered from that 
time on in Christian nursing service. 

During the last years she worked part time at Gospel Recordings making 
phonettes for the many mission fields. She moved from Chatswood, 
where she had been living since her return from B.C.A., out to a Castle Hill 
Retirement Village and was involved in organisations there. 

She always remained single because she had set her heart on a life of 
service for God and she found her reward in a self-giving ministry that 
taxed all her strength. 

Archbishop Loane was very touched to find, on a recent tour of B.C.A. 
posts in outback Australia, that the people of Penong still remember his 
sister with great love and affection and talk of her as if she were there just 
yesterday. 



The long weekend in June brought to a climax many hours of work, 
sweat and toil, when our underground church, named the Catacomb 
Church of Coober Pedy, was opened jointly by the Bishop of Willochra, 
Bishop Rosier, and the Federal Secretary of the Bush Church Aid Society, 
Reverend Theo Hayman. A special message was preached by Archbishop 
Sir Marcus Loane, who with his wife was on a tour of the outback. Over 
120 came to make this opening a memorable moment, packing into the 
church for the informal opening service. 

Archbishop Loane preached on Acts 2 v 42 which was a challenging 
message encouraging us to devote ourselves to the apostles' teaching, 
and fellowship, and to the breaking of bread and prayers. 

As well as the official guests there were over 20 guests who made the 
long trek to Coober, including the former B.C.A. Missioned Barry 
Rainsford and his wife and family. 

It was thrilling to see how the local Christians threw themselves into 
getting this church ready, and how God overcame many last minute 
problems to have the church ready. For example, with a week to go we 
couldn't get a portable lectern anywhere in South Australia, and as a last 
resort there was a young pottery teacher up for a week to teach the 
Aboriginal folk some pottery and we asked him if he could make us one. 
He accepted the challenge and within the week made a lectern out of 
mulga tree (to match the communion table which is made out of an old 
windlass which has mulga tree legs). Another miracle. 

The Catacomb Church of Coober Pedy has adopted the sign of the fish 
as the symbol of the presence of Christianity in their community. 

In the first century the early Christians in the midst of opposition and 
persecution for their faith were often forced to meet secretly. The sign of 
the fish became the secret sign known only to Christians, that a Christian 
gathering was to be held at the place where the sign was displayed. 

In the catacombs of Rome many artistic forms of the fish decorated the 
walls where Christians were forced to meet during persecution. 

Soon Christians began to attach meaning to the word " f ish" itself. The 
Greek letters for "ichthus" (fish) became an acronym; I = Jesus, X = 
Christ, 0 = God's, Y = Son, 2 = Saviour. Christians picked these titles 
because they gave the Christian response to the question, Who is Jesus? 

To the early Christians, Jesus was no mere social or political hero, no 
master of a misguided cult. They declared that the Son of God had laid 
aside the glories of His equality with God and entered human history as a 
man. This God-man lived sinlessly and died as a substitute for the 
humanity He loved in spite of man's rebellion against God's moral law. The 
greatest miracle of all. 

Christians in Coober Pedy wish to declare that Jesus Christ is their Lord 
and Saviour, and that they are in fellowship with Him. 

This is why they display "the sign of the fish". 

Front Cover — Catacomb Church from outside. 
BelowL. toR. 

• Aboriginal couple who sang at service. 
• Front of Church interior. 
• Revd. Kerry Medway reading the Scriptures. 



from the Federal Secretary 
Scarcely had the new B.C.A. 

missioner pulled up in his car at the 
outback rectory which was to be his 
family's home for the next few years 
when some of the local folk came 
along. They were very helpful, offer-
ing assistance with the settling in. 
But, before they left that day, one, 
interested in the well-being of the 
school, asked if the missioner would 
be the secretary of the School Com-
mittee. The last minister was, he was 
told. "While we are talking on the 
subject," said another, "we need a 
Scout Master and wonder if you 
would help." 

"May I wait a bit and see how my 
work goes here," Bill, the Rector, 
said. 

It is not as easy as that. He may or 
may not be the School committee 
secretary or the Scout Master or a 
member of the local Progress com-
mittee. The fact that he goes away 
into the "bush", visiting station 
country properties, doesn't make 
much difference. Bill and his wife are 
part of the community and what 
affects one touches all in some way. 
A B.C.A. clergyman thought he 
would squeeze in a special service 
for Easter. He did not realise that in 
this small remote part of his area, 
some miles away there was a race 
meeting. Now a bush race meeting is 
a real social event at which many 
would not gamble at all. Aunts, 
uncles, cousins and all kind friends 
went for the day. Very few people 
were left for the service. 

Recently the Archbishop of 
Sydney, his wife, the Reverend Chris 
Clerke and I visited areas of B.C.A. 
interest in South Australia. We were 
made very welcome and folk were 
warm in their appreciation of the 
addresses given by the Archbishop. 

IO 

We were to leave Cook early on 
Monday to call in at Penong before 
going to Ceduna. Some servicing of 
Chris Clerke's plane, "The Len 
Daniels", delayed us for long enough 
to miss Penong for that day and 
arrive at Ceduna in time for a busy 
schedule. Fortunately we were able 
to return to Penong the next day 
having fulfilled the appointments 
arranged for us. Had we landed on 
the Monday, very few of the Penong 
folk would have been there. A 
wedding and "district" football had 
taken many to Port Lincoln. They 
were back by Tuesday. We were met 
on the landing strip and taken around 
the town, visiting the former Penong 
Hospital, Folk spoke sincerely about 
the wonderful work of the late Sister 
Linley Loane. We were glad that, in 
God's goodness, we did not call on 
the Monday. 

This involvement in the total life of 
the community is the lot of all minis-
tries in rural areas. In the city you can 
continue life entirely in the com-
munity of the Church. But it is a per-
plexity for every one of our men and 
women in the bush to know how far 
they should permit themselves to be 
involved in the sporting and "help-
ing" situations. Pray for them that 
they may have the wisdom to know 
what they ought to do and the 
courage to decline if need be. 

Your friend, 

PRAYER CALENDAR AND FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. K. B. Mason. 
1 Darwin — Coryn O'Nians (Nungalinya College). 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. H. A. J . Witt. 
2 Kununurra — The Revd. Royce and Mrs. Susan Thompson. 
3 Derby — The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Ann Robins. 
4 Newman — The Revd. Dalba Primmer, Port Hedland (grant). The Revd. Kevin Hall. 
5 Dampier — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Jocelyn Ross. 
6 Paraburdoo — The Revd. Graham and Mrs. Helen Thurley. 
7 Exmouth — vacant. 
8 Murchison — The Revd. Bill and Mrs. Joan Hoare. 
9 Geraldton — Mr. Stan and Mrs. Dorrie Hummerston — Diocesan Administrator. 

DIOCESE OF PERTH- The Most Revd. G. T. Sambell. 
10 Kalgoorlie — grant. The Revd. Canon Norman Apthorp, The Revd. Roger Williams. 
11 Kambalda — grant. The Revd. Robert Hanson. 

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. B. S. Rosier. 
12 Cook Hospital - Pat Watts. 
13 Tarcoola Hospital — KayTrappel. 
14 Coober Pedy — The Revd. Kerry and Mrs. Julieanne Medway. 
15 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Robert and Mrs. Phyllis McEwin. 

DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. R. E. Davies. 
16 Zeehan - grant. The Revd. Roy Dixon. 

DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
17 Broken Hill Boys' Hostel — Mr. Dennis and Mrs. Judy Brown. 
18 Menindee — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 
19 Wilcannia — The Revd. David and Mrs. Carlene Eastway. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
20 Ashford-Delungra-Tingha — The Revd. Noel and Mrs. Desley Boyce. 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. J . B. R. Grindrod. 
21 Winton — The Revd. Gil and Mrs. Marjorie Linden. 
22 Blackwater — The Revd. Stephen and Mrs. Pam Rigby. 

DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. H. T. U. Jamieson. 
23 Weipa — The Revd. Malcolm and Mrs. Chris Babbage. 

FEDERAL SECRETARY 
24 The Revd. Theo Hayman. 

STATE OFFICES 
25 N.S.W. The Revd. Wakely Wade, Laurie Calder, Eric Atkin, Miss Doris Smith, Mesdame 

Joy O'Neill, Dora Warwick and Nina Allan. 
26 VICTORIA. The Revd. Barry Green, Miss Rosemary Renouf. 
27 QUEENSLAND. The Revd. Greg Ezzy (Deputationist and Secretary). 

W.A. The Revd. Ted Doncaster (Deputationist). 
28 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Blair Grace. 

GENERAL 
29 Staff Replacements, The Council, State Committees. 
30 Box Secretaries, B.C.A. Supporters. 
31 National Home Ivlission Fund. 
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HE B.C.A. 
PRAYER 

0 Lord our God, help us to remem 
ber those who live in the remote 
parts of our land. We ask You to 
bless those whom You have called 
into the fellowship of The Bush 
Church Aid Society. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming love 
may be proclaimed, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A DAILY 
PRAYER 

0 God, we remember before You 
those whom You have called to 
Your service. We ask You to bless 

, assure 
them of Your Presence, and call 
others to stand with them in the 
task. Grant to them, as to us, the 
joy of service, the ability to achieve, 
and the serenity of Your peace, for 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 

Rev. Stephen Rigby 

Blackwater is one of those instant towns with social problems unique to 
a society which has been used to having big stores to shop in, extensive 
recreational facilities, and now find themselves stuck in the middle of a 
rural area with nothing of the old life about them. Most people come with 
the money motive and on the surface there is no declared friendship need, 
no desire to put down roots in the community. In this setting the Church 
finds it not easy to relate to these transient people. There are, however, 
hopeful signs of more young families becoming involved in parish life and 
for this we thank God. 

This year we are experiencing a remarkable growth of a genuine 
ecumenical spirit in Blackwater. Born in need it developed quite naturally 
as clergy and people have grown together in Christ. In February the high 
school principal challenged us to draw up a programme of seminars to 
operate right through the school. We agreed, moving on in faith and now 
the seminar team includes people from the Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Uniting, Baptist, and Lutheran Churches. Comments from school so far 
have been very favourable and even some of our songs used in the audio-
visuals have been heard sung around the school. The last seminar 
challenged the students to look for a "purpose in living". We hope in the 
long term that we can really turn these kids on for God and bring them into 
a warm, loving relationship with Him and their brothers and sisters. Next 
year we are hoping to move together into the primary school where we 
have over 1,000 children. To meet this challenge we will need a team of 35 
teachers. Can the churches of Blackwater cope with this? I believe they 
can. Recently 25 R.E. teachers attended an in-service training course over 
five days which encouraged the faint-hearted no end. It's remarkable what 
effect Christians have on one another. Is all this effort worth it? B.C.A. 
priests are human too. We like to see returns for our labour. After the third 
seminar one senior girl remarked, "We've never had R.E. like this before. It 
has given me a new perspective on life." 

Our parish is one of contrast, boom in the coal industry and slump in 
beef. Many young families on cattle properties are struggling to make ends 
meet and one or two have decided to quit the land. Despite the demon-
strations and speeches of the past three years, there is no end in sight yet. 
In spite of the gloom our services at May Downs have been delightful 
experiences. The great gift in having a church service on a property is that 
the Church follows the local custom of meeting to celebrate an event, 
share experiences of the last few months, and have a good feed into the 
bargain. B.C.A. ministry here is greatly appreciated by Anglican folk and 
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COAL AND CATTLE 
COUNTRY 



others who recognise the need for Christian solidarity. Later this year five 
adults from the properties will be confirmed by our Bishop. 

Bluff is a sleepy little railway town to the east of Blackwater but the 
town really comes alive when the Church celebrates a Folk Mass. Last 
Easter was no exception, when the little Church of the Melanesian Martyrs 
was jammed with people, townsfolk, cattle people, and visitors. The pews 
formed a square with rugs on the floor for the children, some of whom 
went to sleep halfway through the service. There is something in the 
Psalms about praising God from the bed although the snores of one little 
body raised a few smiles. You can imagine the problems with communi-
cating the faithful as the celebrant walked around or over slumbering little 
people, but that did not matter, our joy was in the Lord and in each other. 

People of our parish find it difficult to obtain good Christian books so 
one of our tasks here is to provide helpful books for people to buy. For 
example, in our Baptism classes we encourage parents to buy good books 
for their children so we keep on hand Arch Books (on Biblical themes) and 
many others too. In case anyone is wondering how they might be able to 
help a B.C.A. parish, a carton of Arch Books would be most welcome. 

she married the widower husband of 
her twin sister. She retained contact 
with many of her former B.C.A. 
associates in the years that followed. 

DR. FREDA GIBSON 
• Recently Dr. Freda Kennedy, 
known to many in B.C.A. as Dr. 
Freda Gibson, died. In 1932 Drs. Roy 
and Freda Gibson went to Ceduna as 
the first doctors connected with the 
Bush Church Aid Society. In their 
early years things were very "rough" 
using the second of the three hos-
pitals that Ceduna has had. It was 
slightly larger than the first but was 
only a converted house. However, 
with the expertise of Dr. Roy par-
ticularly in surgery, moves were 
made to build a proper hospital. This 
was not completed until 1936. Mean-
while, Dr. Roy stepped on a death-
adder. It was said that, while he was 
one of the few who got over the bite 
of the death-adder at the time, yet its 
effect stayed with him and in 1948 he 
died prematurely. Again it was 
because of the work of Drs. Roy and 

Freda Gibson that we began what 
became the finest flying medical 
service both in Australia and 
possibly, the world. The hospital at 
Cook was so far away that, in the 
case of one emergency, with the fast 
driving to which Dr. Roy Gibson was 
accustomed, it still took eight hours 
for the 300 miles. 

After Dr. Roy's death, Dr. Freda 
kindly continued as the medical prac-
titioner both in Ceduna and in the 
various Flying Medical Centres. She 
was much beloved and respected 
and only retired from that work after 
21 years of service. Few have been 
given such an honoured farewell as 
Dr. Freda in the Public Hall at Ceduna 
where one speaker rightly said that 
no-one felt hurried when visiting Dr. 
Freda's surgery. 

When Dr. Freda left Ceduna after 
further years of practice in Adelaide, 

• Sister Kay Trappel at Tarcoola tells 
of two lambs that she and Kathryn 
Caldwell recently were presented 
with from folk on a sheep station. 
They called them "Lamington" and 
"Cheesecake". Upon getting them 
back to the hospital the question 
arose as to what to feed them on. 
Kay wondered if they would be 
eating grass yet. Kathryn had just 
planted three miniature poinsettia 
and in no time — nibble nibble — 
gulp — one was gone. Watch out — 
too late — there goes another, yes, 
they are beginning to eat! It only took 
a couple of days before they found 
the third poinsettia. Sadly "Laming-
ton" died, but Cheesecake still has a 
great appetite. Mr. Ted Holt, a South 
Australian B.C.A. Committee mem-
ber, sent some flower seedlings and 
Kay tells us that "Cheesecake" is de-
veloping a liking for them too and 
she feels if she is not careful, they 
will go as well. Lambs seem to be so 
incredibly stupid but so affectionate. 

Kay says, "He can do the same 
thing wrong a dozen times and then 
gets frustrated and gives up instead 
of learning from it—just like people." 
She is beginning to understand why 
sheep are mentioned so often in the 
Bible and likened to people. As Isaiah 
53 reads "All we like sheep have 
gone astray". It is wonderful having 
Christ as our Good Shepherd Who 

helps us out and redirects us on the 
right path many times over." 

• The Youth Fellowship from St. 
Philip's, Berkeley, in Port Kembla 
Parish in N.S.W. had a "Wake-a-
thon" on the first Friday night in the 
May school holidays and raised over 
$600 for missions. When the N.S.W. 
State Secretary visited there on the 
17th June to show an audio visual he 
was presented with not only a 
cheque for $200 — a third proceeds 
of the wake-a-thon, but a further 
-cheque for $77 raised that night for 
the work of B.C.A. The wake-a-thon 
idea is that folk are sponsored so 
much an hour to stay awake. The 
Youth Fellowship at Berkeley simply 
had a long meeting from 7 p.m. 
Friday night to 7 a.m. Saturday 
morning. 
• A knit-n-natter. Informality is the 
key word of Perth's first B.C.A. 
Women's Fellowship. Weekly meet-
ings are held on Tuesday afternoon 
and are being called the "knit and 
natter group". 

It began in 1973 in the Hollywood 
Village by Clarice Evans and other 
Village residents. The aim to support 
the Ladies Guild of Southern Cross 
was suggested by Miss Joy Brann, 
who, over the years, has come to 
show slides of her work with B.C.A. 
and of the Community Health 
Churchill Fellowship Award to her. 

The Reverend Ted Doncaster and 
the Reverend and Mrs Gordon 
Thomas have all been guests at peri-
odical social afternoons. 
• Although no longer a B.C.A. parish 
the Curiosity Shop at Southern Cross 
is still sponsored by the Tuesday 
group and sales of patchwork quilts, 
knitting and novelty goods and dona-
tions have enabled the sum of $1,000 
to be raised to further the good work 
of the Bush Church Aid Society and 
the National Home Mission Fund. 
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